October 25th, 2009
Hi 
Not too much to write about this week. I had very little work to do this past week so was able to relax a bit. Managed to read the novel “Far from the Madding crowds” by Thomas Hardy, which is a very interesting story about farm/rural life in the south of England (not far from Dartmoor, which we visited though you may not remember). It is a real work of literature and at times philosophy, but I must admit I was more interested in the story.
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Exercise was a little bit easier this week. On Friday though, I did not really want to swim and after a few lengths it was not good but surprisingly it gradually improved and eventually I did 3 km, and did not even have to do the occasional backstroke length to get breathing back to normal. 

I went to Mongkok the other morning to collect free $200 Park 'n Shop coupons which the broadband company gave me for ‘loyalty’. That probably means that business is bad and they want to keep customers. However, in this building, which is a Li Ka-shing building, we have no choice but to use this broadband, which is from another company he owns. There have been very high levels of air pollution in parts of the HK in the past few days. In Central, the index equalled the previous record high of 174. On Friday, a HK-developed electric car was launched. It is very small and has a top speed of only 64 km/h and there are very few points for recharging the batteries. If it catches on it may help reduce air pollution but there is concern about the dumping of used batteries; unlike in some countries, HK does not insist that the manufacturers take back and recycle used batteries. There is hope that the car can be sold in Europe. 

Did you hear the news report of how a leech helped to solve a crime in Australia? To commit a crime about eight years ago, a guy had walked through long grass and a leech had stuck to his leg and sucked his blood. By chance, the leech was found at the crime scene and the DNA in the blood analysed. But that was as far as the investigation went until just recently when the blood of a guy being held for some other crime was analysed and the DNA matched that found in the leech. The guy then confessed to the earlier crime. 
There is an interesting TV series on WWII using black-and-white film that has been colourised. The episode last night included a clip of Churchill speaking his famous line “…this is not the end, ……. end of the beginning.” Interesting actually seeing and hearing him speak the words as it was not just the words he said, but also his powers of oratory that had a powerful effect. This was spoken shortly after the allied victory over Rommel’s forces at El Alamein in Egypt at the end of 1942. Later he said of this battle: “ Before Alamein we never had a victory. After Alamein we never had a defeat.” BTW, did you know that Churchill was often very nervous about public speaking and used to practice a lot beforehand. For each minute of speaking time, he would practice for one hour, often in front of a mirror. (Here is another interesting Churchill quote. He was once asked to give an after dinner speech on sex. But he was requested to keep it short. He stood up and said, ” Ladies and gentlemen, it gives me great pleasure!” and sat down.)

This coming weekend, the All Blacks and the Wallabies play the last Bledisloe Cup match, which will be in Tokyo. You may remember that last year the match was held in HK. Following the match, each team goes to Europe to play several tests (though not against each other). 

I should be going to Indonesia on November 6th. I will be there for 10 days. I have not booked the air tickets yet as I am still waiting to hear if the publisher wants me to stop over in Singapore (probably not this year). While in Jakarta, I will again be staying for a week at the Ritz-Carlton hotel as I did last year. This, of course, is one of the two hotels attacked recently by suicide bombers. The publisher did ask me about staying there and I said it was fine with me. I commented that there is probably more security there now and it may in fact be one of the safest hotels to stay at. 

That’s about it. 
Cheers
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